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1.0   OVERVIEW 

Following completion of our Interpretation Strategy for the northern portion of Bays 1 and 2 of the 

former Eveleigh Locomotive Workshops (the site), Rappoport sent a survey to stakeholders 

electronically on 27 June 2013 - as per the list in Appendix I.  The purpose of the survey was to check 

and verify Rappoport’s Interpretation Strategy, May 2013.  It was also intended to give stakeholders 

an opportunity to make their own suggestions, rate the proposals and rank the methods of 

interpretation recommended in the Interpretation Strategy.  Recipients were also invited to contact 

Rappoport to obtain further information. 

The letter and format of the survey sent to stakeholders are contained in Appendices II and III 

respectively.  This list of stakeholders was provided to Rappoport by Graham Stevens, Director 

Property Services, ATP.   

There was a two week window to reply and the date by which the recipients were requested to 

submit their responses was Friday, 12 July 2013.   From the 95 surveys sent to stakeholders 

Rappoport received 11 responses on time, five of which were contained on the survey form itself.  

Six stakeholders met Rappoport on site and/or made their submissions by mail, email and 

telephone. 

In reporting back on the community consultation process, Rappoport notes that in discussion with 

ATP, no public information session was held on site.  Advertisements were not placed in relevant 

newspapers to disseminate information about the proposed interpretation process for the site.  

It is noted that the summary of responses from stakeholders and review of the main ideas, 

contained in sections 2 and 3, is derived from the feedback of the recipients of the survey and is not 

intended to represent the ideas of Rappoport.  In summarizing the main themes of each response, 

Rappoport has endeavoured to give an objective overview.  The five completed surveys themselves 

are contained in Appendix IV.    

Generally, throughout this report, ‘site’ refers to the northern portion of Bays 1 and 2 and ‘Eveleigh’ 

refers to the former Eveleigh Locomotive Workshops, the Locomotive Erecting Shop, the Carriage 

Workshops and related railway buildings on both sides of the main rail corridor.   

 

2.0   STAKEHOLDERS AND THEIR RESPONSES 

Rappoport received 11 responses by 12 July 2013 from the 95 surveys sent to stakeholders, five of 

which were contained on the survey form itself.  Thus, approximately half of the stakeholders who 

responded returned the survey to Rappoport (see Appendix IV).  Some of the respondents wrote, 

emailed and telephoned Rappoport.  Rappoport met with Brian Dunnett at Eveleigh to discuss the 
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survey.  Attempts were also made to meet with Richard Butcher on site at Eveleigh; however he was 

unable to meet there before 12 July 2013. 

Responses were received from: 

 Richard Butcher, a former blacksmith and forger at the Eveleigh site, rail historian and 

author.  Mr Butcher has acted as a tour guide at the Locomotive Workshops at the ATP site 

and is active in the area of the heritage steam locomotives in the Erecting Shop complex.  Mr 

Butcher has written a book entitled The great Eveleigh railway workshops: a personal 

reminiscence and has been interviewed on television and on radio in relation to Eveleigh.     

Mr Butcher completed the survey and wrote to and called Rappoport as well.  Mr Butcher suggests 

the architectural and engineering details of the entire 16 bays be related, from the brickwork to the 

underfloor drainage, when interpreting the site.  He finds the overall interpretation of Locomotive 

Workshops (Bays 1 – 16) to be soulless and he is against a  ‘lifeless’ ‘museum’ approach to 

interpreting the site (Bays 1 &2).  He emphasizes that interpretation must actively capture the daily 

work of the blacksmiths (the heat of the fires, the sledge hammers, anvils, tongs and the presses and 

the Davy press in particular) as well as the dirty conditions from which the blacksmiths, who cleaned 

up in metal buckets, emerged.  Mr Butcher laments the removal of many of the steam hammers and 

other machinery and equipment from the site.  He references various television documentaries and 

radio interviews which would inform interpretation.  He further emphasizes the need to tell the 

entire story of the manufacture of all parts of the locomotives, throughout Eveleigh.  Mr Butler sees 

a need for a suitable information pamphlet for visitors and has detailed ideas (contained in the 

survey) concerning the remnant machinery and equipment.  He emphatically endorses the use of 

public art in connection with the interpretation of the site.  Mr Butcher has created detailed 

diagrams and charts of Bays 1 &2 which have been used for interpretation purposes in the past 

within the Bays, when guided tours have been conducted.  These diagrams are available for use by 

ATP.  

On the survey, Mr Butcher rates all of the interpretation ideas with a ‘1’ or a ‘2’ and ranks the 

interpretation ideas 1 (most important) to 9 as set out in Appendix IV.   

 Nigel Stokes, President and Secretary, Artist Blacksmith’s Association NSW.  

Mr Stokes completed a written survey.  Overall, Mr Stokes was highly supportive of the ideas for 
interpretation contained in the Interpretation Strategy.  Mr Stokes would like to see the 
interpretation strategies adopted that result in more public interaction with the site.  He notes the 
lack of public interaction occasioned by the opening hours of the site, during business hours, 
resulting in business people only using the site as a thoroughfare. 

Mr Stokes states that: ‘The best interpretation strategy would be to actually see, touch and smell the 
activities that were carried out in bays 1 & 2’.   
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Rappaport notes that Mr Stokes was involved in a ‘hands on’ artists blacksmiths workshop which 

took place on the southern part of Bays 1 & 2, using the extant blacksmith equipment there, over 

the weekend of 6/7 July 2013.  The workshop was followed by a series of master classes led by a 

Canadian blacksmith for members of the Association over the week beginning 8 July 2013.  In 

relation to that it is noted that in the survey Mr Stokes also states: 

 ‘The  existing working blacksmiths shop at the South end of the bays needs to be utilised more for 

the benefit of the ATP and general public. The workshop is still a very suitable place to carryout public 

demonstrations so that the sounds and smells can be taken in’.  He also mentions:  ‘The restoration 

and preservation of existing equipment should be a key element. New sculptures based on the trades 

that were used in the bays could also be commissioned.’. 

Mr Stokes considers it feasible to use the subject site, north of the working blacksmiths shop to the 

south, for blacksmithing rather than leaving it as a ‘static display’. 

With the exception of Printed Media, Mr Stokes rates all of the interpretation ideas with a ‘1’ or a ‘2’ 

and ranks the interpretation ideas 1 (most important) to 9 as set out in Appendix IV.   

 Michael Clarke, architect and tutor at The University of Sydney. 

Mr Clarke received a copy of the survey.  He contacted our offices by email regarding the historical 

themes and our strategy, to which email Rappoport replied.  However we have not received the 

complete survey back from Mr Clarke.  

 Guido Gouverneur, operating blacksmith, Wrought Artworks, is a resident blacksmith in the 

southern portion of Bays 1 & 2. 

Mr Gouverneur completed the survey.  He would like the interpretation of the site to include the 

continued use of the southern portion for blacksmithing.  He would also like to see the occasional 

use of the blacksmithing equipment on the subject site itself for large public events  as he considers 

the equipment on site to be operational (except for the Davy Press, which he considers may be able 

to be reinstated).  He feels the Davy Press must be interpreted as a complete assemblage in 

association with the ingot, porter bars and crane and has provided a drawing on the survey, to that 

end. 

Mr Gouverneur also suggests that interpretation needs to ensure the entire Eveleigh site is linked by 

the human story/social history of Eveleigh. 

With the exception of Printed Media which he ranks with a ‘3’ and feels should not be relied upon 

for the interpretation of the site, Mr Gouverneur rates all of the interpretation ideas with a ‘1’ or a 

‘2’.  He does not actually rank the interpretation ideas on a clear 1 -9 scale on the survey.   

 Brian Dunnett is a former electrician who worked at the Eveleigh site and is the son a 

beltman who also worked at Eveleigh.  Mr Dunnett is aligned with the Redwatch 
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organisation, has written widely about the heritage of Eveleigh and has appeared on various 

television and radio programs relating to the Eveleigh site. 

Mr Dunnett did not complete the survey itself but spent several hours at Eveleigh meeting with Paul 

Rappoport and Nicola Ross on 9 July 2013, following phone calls to Rappoport.  The meeting was 

recorded on tape and the below is a summary of Mr Dunnett’s ideas, stories and advice concerning 

the interpretation of the site. 

Brian Dunnett’s ideas: 

 Holistic approach - Adopt a holistic approach whereby we interpret more than just the 
northern portion of the blacksmiths shop itself.  Interpret the subject site by linking it to the 
12 places at Eveleigh identified by the National Trust - thus both sides of the tracks at 
Eveleigh, including ATP and environs as well as Carriageworks and surrounds. This will 
ensure a cogent commemoration of how the blacksmiths fitted in with all of the processes of 
producing locomotives on the entire Eveleigh site; 

 Promote Australia’s industrial heritage as well as railway heritage on site, thus recognizing 
the sheer size and importance of the link of the site to the overall government owned 
locomotive manufacturing plant at Eveleigh;   

 Continue the historic use of the site as a blacksmiths shop on ‘special days’.  The southern 
part of Bays 1&2 has continued as a blacksmithing area which contains industrial ballet every 
day.  This helps the public understand the site (to the north of Bays 1 &2).  On particular 
days, recommence the use of the blacksmiths machinery on site because it is functional and 
able to be operated – organise demonstrations and workshops for blacksmith professionals 
and hobbyists.  Such activity would add commercial viability to the interpretation process, as 
well as graphic explanation.  As the use of the site for ‘heavy’ blacksmithing involved the use 
of the Davy Press, which would probably not be allowed now, the artistic side of 
blacksmithing should be promoted on site; 

 Use art to express the heritage of the site – artwork/sculpture is the best way to achieve 
interpretation of the site.  Mr Dunnett is keen on a sculpture that would incorporate the 
extant patterns from the former Pattern Shop and Foundry, which were once adjacent to 
the site and one of the National Trust 12 identified places.  He envisages the patterns 
moulded into a sculpture.  Consideration should be given to the production of a sculpture on 
site possibly to sit in the plaza area adjacent to Bays 1 &2; 

 Play video footage of the Davy Press in operation; 

 Use theatre as an artistic form to promote the site and Eveleigh – Mr Dunnett refers to his 
involvement with Side Tracks Theatre and also to the play ‘Loco’.  There is a theatre within 
Bays 1 – 16; 

 Continue the Railway Film Festival, started last year in the workshops theatre, as a way of 
raising the profile of railway heritage and Australia’s industrial heritage.  Procure more 
funding for that purpose from ATP.  The film festival would increase the rail heritage 
enthusiast population and educate people on the latest innovations in rail transport; 

 Emphasize the social history, the human stories, rather than the technical aspects of 
locomotive production in order to effectively reach the public.  Mr Dunnett considers 
Professor Lucy Taksa the best authority on the social history of the site; 
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 Use recorded poems, songs and stories  to express the human stories/social history of the 
overall site;  

 More funding for volunteers and a purpose made area on site is required for a properly run 
volunteer program of guides, which would positively impact interpretation of the site;   

 Use the Train to Train exhibition panels and posters, prepared in conjunction with the 
Australian Council, on the site, possibly at the entrance area of Bay 3; and  

 Use the Carriageworks site as an example of how best to approach interpretation of this 
site and reach an audience.   

 
Brian Dunnett’s stories: 

 About the Davy Press in Bay1 (on our site) and how it shook the whole building when it was 
operated; 

 The struggle for decent working conditions – Mr Dunneett spoke of the 1917 strike; the fight 
for the 40 hour week; Red Square and the significance of the connection of Boundary Street 
to Eveleigh.  He talks of how Boundary Street was a place where workers got around 
management and was the place where workers went to obtain freedom of speech;  

 The extremely tough working conditions and the modest lifestyle of the workers - men 
washing up in metal buckets, the noise, grit and grime of the blacksmiths shop, the appalling 
and ‘hellish’ conditions of the beltmen and others, which ties in with some of the poetry; 

 The air raid shelters which were erected just north of our site;  

 Playing soccer and other games in the plaza area adjacent to Bays 1&2 during lunch breaks; 

 Picnics for the workers, off site – Mr Dunnett’s father was head of the picnic committee; 

 The artistry of the blacksmiths in their shop at Carriageworks where they detailed the Royal 
Carriage and the Commissioner’s Carriage; 

 How the Eveleigh site was linked and functioned – the footbridge, now demolished, which 
linked north Eveleigh to the site; 

 The fitters, photographed with bowler hats near the Erecting Shop, and the elevated social 
status of the steam train drivers; and  

 The story of the Hollywood film producer who is linked to the site through a family member 
who worked there, possibly as an engine driver, and who is now a famous producer in 
Hollywood and known as ‘the railway man of Hollywood’.  

 

Brian Dunnett’s advice 

 Contact the widow or family of the blacksmith Jeff Aldridge as Jeff had a lot of memorabilia; 

 Look at the recent plan for North Eveleigh and the application in process at the moment 
regarding the development of the blacksmith’s shop on the Carriageworks site; and 

 Community consultation – Broaden our audience and community feedback by: speaking to 
the Redwatch organization (give them more time to advertise this in their journal); contact 
the ABC to do another story on the site; and advertise in the media and then address a 
community meeting on site (he believes there are 10,000 families currently connected with 
the site, and some are local).    
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 Sarah Jane Brazil, Heritage Collections, Office of Rail Heritage,  RailCorp 

Sarah Jane Brazil did not complete the survey but did respond to the invitation to stakeholders with 

an email.  In her email she posed a series of questions including querying the purpose and required 

outcomes of the Interpretation Strategy.  She noted an Implementation Plan has not been written to 

date.  Ms Brazil did not provide ideas concerning interpretation of the site.  

 Professor Lucy Taksa, Faculty of Business & Economics, Macquarie University 

Professor Lucy Taksa completed the survey and is supportive of the interpretation strategies 
proposed in section 4 of Rappoport’s Interpretation Strategy.  She is of the opinion that the historical 
themes which the Interpretation Strategy draws on need to be widened and that immigration, 
immigrant workers, multiculturalism and EEO should also feature in the key messages relating to the 
site.  This she states will ensure that political history is not revealed to the exclusion of social history, 
which she considers to be important and key to the interpretation messages for the site.  She 
mentions the Godden Mackay Management Plan for Moveable Items report including its social 
history and oral history volumes as a good source of information, as well as her own knowledge of 

the site and Eveleigh.  Ms Taksa refers to what she perceives as flaws in the current interpretation 

throughout the various bays of the Locomotive Workshops, including: superficial and inaccurate 

information; the lack of cohesion between the random pieces of remnant machinery scattered 

throughout; the lack of the human story of the place; the limitations of the volunteer program; and 

the superficiality of the ATP website.  

With the exception of Events, Functions & Product Launches, which she ranks with a ‘4’ (with no 

comment), Ms Taksa rates all of the interpretation ideas in the Interpretation Strategy with a ‘1’ or a 

‘2’.  She does not actually rank the interpretation ideas on a clear 1 -9 scale provided on the survey. 

 Hui Wang and Tony Smith, Heritage and Urban Design, Department of Planning 

Development and Transport, City of Sydney Council. 

Wang and Smith, who are employed by the authority which oversees compliance with the conditions 

attached to DA 077-03-11, did not complete the survey.  They replied (by email) to our survey sent 

on 27 June 2013 by way of their own report querying whether or not the Interpretation Strategy is 

designed to satisfy condition D2 of the DA.  They noted that further investigation would have to be 

undertaken to so comply; namely, the examination and assessment of each industrial item in Bay 1 

and 2,  identifying the conservation works necessary and determining their designations.   

 Geoff Turnbull, Redwatch committee 

Neither Mr Turnbull nor anyone else on behalf of Redwatch completed the survey sent to Redwatch. 

Mr Turnbull spoke briefly to Nicola Ross at Rappoport and advised that there was insufficient time 

for this community based organisation to complete the survey, as much as he had personally tried to 

(but ran out of time).  He advised that the two weeks allowed for stakeholders to reply was difficult 
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as Redwatch meets monthly.  Mr Turnbull mentioned that Redwatch wants interpretation of the site 

to be seen in the broader context of the whole of the Eveleigh site.  In particular he mentioned that 

interpretation of the site should incorporate reference not only to other elements on site but also to 

demolished parts of the Eveleigh site, such as the Foundry, in order to achieve a holistic approach to 

interpretation.  He would like to see messages of the working conditions both in the blacksmiths 

shop and throughout the site communicated to the public.   

 Andrew O’Connor, Library Maintenance Officer, Macquarie University Library, representing 

The Traditional Tool Group and Artist Blacksmith Association (NSW). 

Andrew O’ Connor would like to see the continued use of the blacksmiths equipment and shop, just 
to the south of the site in Bays 1 & 2.  He feels that is the single most powerful interpretation 
strategy for the site.  He also appears to promote the idea of using the subject site’s furnaces and 
forges, to heat metals for hammers and presses to create forgings.  He mentions that the machinery 
and equipment on site should be maintained in accordance with the principles of the Burra Charter.  
His suggestions to invigorate the site include: 

 Classes; 

 Demonstrations of the myriad trade skills and techniques; 

 Artist projects, Artist-in-residence; 

 Short term lease of facilities to suitable operators; and  

 Services for other heritage organisations, such as replacement parts for steam machinery, 
locomotives, ships, buildings etc. 

 

Mr O’ Connor points to the need for a vital and freshly reinvigorated volunteer force at the site and 
also notes possible use of the adjacent plaza area for a sculpture. 

Mr O’Connor did not rate any of the interpretation ideas in the Interpretation Strategy on his survey 

and he does not actually rank the interpretation ideas on a clear 1 -9 scale either.  

 Julie Power, journalist, Sydney Morning Herald 

Julie Power was not one of the stakeholders who received the survey.  However, having heard about 
it, she contacted Rappoport to enquire about the interpretation process and note her interest in the 
site.  

 

3.0   SUMMARY OF MAIN IDEAS FROM RESPONSES 

The resounding theme from the vast majority of respondents was that a holistic approach should be 

adopted in the interpretation of the site, to ensure that interpretation strategies clearly place the 

site in the context of its role within the overall Eveleigh site – on both sides of the rail corridor.   This 

was seen as ensuring a cogent commemoration of the blacksmiths within Eveleigh. This is seen as a 

way to avoid interpreting the blacksmiths shop on the site in isolation. 
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A need to tease out the social history of Eveleigh and to tell the human stories of the workers, to 

relate just who they were, their working conditions as well as their aspirations was also emphasised 

by the respondents and went hand in hand with the desire for a holistic or all-inclusive approach.  

Thus the connection of the site within Bays 1 & 2 to the entire process of manufacturing locomotives 

and carriages was important to the stakeholders.  For example, there is much mention of the 

Foundry and Pattern Shop as well as the Locomotive Erecting Shop by the respondents. 

The concept of using the site on particular days as a working blacksmiths shop is widely accepted 

and the majority of stakeholders referred to their desire to ensure the continued operations of the 

blacksmiths workshop just to the south of the site.  This appears to be because the working 

blacksmiths are considered a precious reminder of the past.  The noise, smells, fire, grit and dust 

appear to resonate with the stakeholders and to be considered to be quintessential to 

understanding the site and its authenticity within the vastly transformed Locomotive Workshop 

building.  By ensuring the continued use of the blacksmiths to the south and the intermittent use of 

the machinery on site on particular days, the stakeholders appear to feel the connection of the site 

to its immense industrial heritage within the Australian context would be better protected.   

As an adjunct to the industrial heritage the site is perceived to contain, many respondents referred 

to the need to interpret the massive Davy Press by showing the public how it works, either by way of 

video footage or photographic displays.  Another recurring theme is the idea of a powerful, 

industrial sculpture in the plaza adjacent to the site (possibly created on the site) to aid 

interpretation of the place by linking it to other parts of Eveleigh.  

Most respondents pointed to a need to promote the site in conjunction with an effort to promote 

Eveleigh as an important heritage destination for tourists.      

4.0   Observations and Further Considerations required after Community Consultation  

The survey to stakeholders gave them an opportunity to make their own suggestions, rate our 

proposals and rank the methods of interpretation recommended in the Interpretation Strategy.  

Many recipients also contacted Rappoport to obtain and to impart further information.  The purpose 

of this Report is not to list every idea and all information imparted by the stakeholders, but to review 

those responses as is done in section 2 of this Report. 

There were just five surveys completed and returned to Rappoport.  Across the surveys returned 

there was positive feedback on the interpretive approaches suggested in the Interpretation Strategy, 

May 2013.  All of the stakeholders who returned the survey rated the particular interpretation ideas 

contained in Rappoport’s Interpretation Strategy May 2013 virtually entirely within the 1-2 range 

(within a range of 1 (highest approval) -5).   Just two of the surveys returned also went on to rank 

the proposed interpretation suggestions contained in the Interpretation Strategy on the 1-9 scale 

provided, making it somewhat arbitrary to draw any firm conclusions in that respect.   
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On ATP’s instructions, no public information session was held to gauge community sentiments.  

Neither were advertisements of the community consultation process placed in the Sydney Morning 

Herald or local newspapers.   This may be a weakness in the community consultation process as it is 

likely that not all stakeholders have been contacted.  Brian Dunnett felt that there would be some 

10,000 families, with inter-generational links to the Eveleigh site, who could potentially be reached 

through advertising a public information session.  Geoff Turnbull at the community group Redwatch, 

which received the survey and has particular links to the Eveleigh site, mentioned that there was 

inadequate time allowed for community feedback to occur.  While Mr Dunnett’s estimated figure 

may be exaggerated, it may highlight that that not all stakeholders have been given the opportunity 

to speak.     

Professor Lucy Taksa gives a defensible assessment of the lack of social historical interpretation on 

the Eveleigh site.  She highlighted the need to tell the entire story of Eveleigh, on the site, in order to 

breathe some soul into the Locomotive Workshops. 

Besides proceeding with a strategy to interpret the site incorporating the ideas highlighted in Section 

3 of this report, a public competition for a sculpture for the plaza might be commissioned with a 

view to linking the site to other important places, albeit demolished.     The advice of Hui Wang and 

Tony Smith (in Section 2) should also be noted and the examination and assessment of each 

industrial item in Bays 1 and 2,  identifying the conservation works necessary and determining their 

designations, should occur.    
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To: Anthony.Mitchell@housing.nsw.gov.au 
 arthurjack@yahoo.com.au 
To: audet@ozemail.com.au 
To: bdunnett@aapt.net.au 
To: bdunnett@aapt.net.au 
To: becd@performancespace.com.au 
To: billcasley@optusnet.com.au 
To: billyd39@optusnet.com.au 
To: blueridge@unwired.com.au 
To: blueridge@unwired.com.au 
To: blueridge@unwired.com.au 
To: c.saunders@atp.com.au 
To: chris.legge-wilkinson@sydney.edu.au 
To: craig@jeanrice.com.au 
To: dapto11@yahoo.com 
To: dcprod@bigpond.com.au 
To: desleyhaas@ihug.com.au 
To: donmgodden@hotmail.com 
To: donmgodden@hotmail.com 
To: Ed_Sutton@bigpond.com 
To: elcal5@bigpond.com 
To: G.Love@atp.com.au 
To: g.stevens@atp.com.au 
To: garyc@hht.net.au 

 To: geoff.barker@phm.gov.au 
To: geoff@turnbulls.au.com 
To: geoffa@gml.com.au 

To: geoff-turnbull@stassen.com.au 
To: gm@3801limited.com.au 
To: gquint@nationaltrust.com.au 
To: gquint@nationaltrust.com.au 
 
To: gr1951@optusnet.com.au 
To: guido@wroughtartworks.com 
To: h.drury@usyd.edu.au 
To: hbyron@rtbu-nsw.asn.au 
To: helen.drury@sydney.edu.au 
To: heritech@optusnet.com.au 
To: hmcm0011@uni.sydney.edu.au 
 
To: hslat@engineersaustralia.org.au 
To: hwang@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au 

 

mailto:desleyhaas@ihug.com.au
mailto:Ed_Sutton@bigpond.com


To: info@het.org.au 

 
 

To: info@tscm.rha-nsw.org.au 
To: info@wroughtartworks.com 
To: janecooperbennett@gmail.com 
To: Jason.perica@ugdc.nsw.gov.au 
To: jean@jeanrice.com.au 
To: jglasto@ozemail.com.au 

To: jperez@ozemail.com.au 
To: juliad@gml.com.au 
To: juliegerman@ozemail.com.au 
To: Juliet.Suich@ugdc.nsw.gov.au 
To: lay.heritage@gmail.com 

To: ltaksa@bigpond.net.au 
 

To: lucy.taksa@mq.edu.au 
To: maclaren.north@gmail.com 
To: maclaren.north@gmail.com 
To: marylynne@transitionbiz.com.au 
To: michael.davis@sydney.edu.au 
To: mmu1934@bigpond.net.au 
To: mnorth@futurepast.com.au 
To: MShreenan@the-factory.org.au 
To: oggie80321@gmail.com 
To: ohmc@bigpond.com 
To: peter@3dprojects.com.au 
To: peter@opp.net.au 
To: philboyd@interfleet.com.au 
To: railwayheritage@hotmail.com.au 
To: Rajeev.Maini@heritage.nsw.gov.au 
To: redhut@tpg.com.au 
To: resources@arhsnsw.com.au 
To: richard.k.butcher@gmail.com 
To: rigden@factorydesign.com.au 
To: rigden@factorydesign.com.au 
To: rookebarbara@yahoo.com 
To: russherm@tpg.com.au 
To: RWIU@turnbulls.au.com 
To: s.redgold@tfbsolutions.org 
To: sarahjane.brazil@railcorp.nsw.gov.au 
To: sgp33@bigpond.net.au 
To: sonic@sonicobjects.com 
To: sydheritage@engineersaustralia.org.au 
To:sydheritage@engineersaustralia.org.au 
To: thirlmere@nswrtm.com.au 

mailto:info@het.org.au
mailto:info@het.org.au
mailto:lay.heritage@gmail.com
mailto:ltaksa@bigpond.net.au
mailto:ltaksa@bigpond.net.au


To: thomas_cowan@optusnet.com.au 
To: tom.shiner@amwu.asn.au 
To: tom.shiner@amwu.asn.au 
To: tsmith@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au 
To: Vincent.Sicari@heritage.nsw.gov.au 
To: wendie@wroughtartworks.com.au 

To: yellowgoshawkdon@gmail.com 
To: ykbamm@tpg.com.au 

To:pandbspencer@netspace.net.au 
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27 June 2013 
 
 
 
Dear Participant,  
 
 
Community Consultation: Bays 1 & 2 and Associated Works                                

Locomotive Workshop – Australian Technology Park - Eveleigh 
 
 
Rappoport Heritage Consultants has been commissioned by Australian Technology Park (ATP) 
to conduct a Community Consultation process in relation to the proposed “Interpretation 
Strategy for: Bays 1 & 2 Locomotive Workshops Eveleigh”.  
   
You are invited to inspect and comment on the attached Interpretation Strategy Report, which 
sets out the strategy for Bays 1 and 2 at the ATP Locomotive Workshops, Eveleigh. The 
attached report canvasses a number of options available to ATP for the interpretation in Bays 
1 and 2.  
 
The Interpretation Strategy pertaining to Bays 1 and 2 of the Locomotive Workshops (see map 
shown below) could include (but not be limited to) the following: 
 

• Interpretive Signage; 
• Printed Media; 
• Digital Media; 
• Live/interaction Interpretation; 
• Integration of historic images within the site; 
• Interpretation of former and existing site elements; 
• Social history; 
• Alternative uses of the site for events, functions and launches etc.; 
• Use of Public Art; 
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Some of the interpretative measures have already been implemented by ATP in relation to 
other areas of the site and include the following: 

• Historical photographs and interpretation signs in public spaces throughout ATP; 
• Machinery exhibited in public spaces throughout ATP; 
• Adaptive reuse of structural girders for seating in Innovation Plaza and in the external 

wayfinding signage; 
• Public Art exhibits; 
• Heritage Volunteer Program; and 
• Information and social media available on the ATP website. 

 
 
You are invited to peruse the attached document and make your comments within the next 
two weeks. The closing date for your comments will be 5.00pm on Friday 12 July 2013. Please 
email your comments to admin@rappoport.com.au    
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Paul Rappoport  B. Arch., AIA, MURP, M. ICOMOS 
Director 
Masters of Urban & Regional Planning (Hons) - MURP 
Member of Society of Architectural Historians - SAHANZ 
Member of Australia ICOMOS – M.ICOMOS 
Member of International Planning History Society - IPHS 
Member of International Scientific Committee on Intangible Cultural Heritage – ICICH 
Member of The Twentieth Century Heritage Society of NSW Inc.   
Member of Interpretation Australia - IA 
PhD Candidate UNSW - Faculty of the Built Environment 
 

mailto:admin@rappoport.com.au
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SENT: 27 JUNE 2013 

PLEASE RESPOND BY: 12 JULY 2013 

  

DATE RESPONSE RECEIVED:  

 

COMMENTS ON INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT BY RAPPOPORT REFERENCE;  

Interpretation Strategy Bays 1 and 2 Locomotive Workshop – ATP Eveleigh  

May 2013  1897 – 2013  

 
NAME:  

POSITION:  

ORGANISTION:  

ADDRESS:  

EMAIL:  

 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR PARTICPATION IN THIS SURVEY 
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 

SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 

4.1     Key Messages – The Stories To Be Told   Yes  No 

Are you of the opinion that the Interpretation Strategy adequately conveys the “Key 
Messages” of the evolution of the site; from its former industrial use into its current 
general commercial, exhibition and public uses that in this report?  

  

Please provide comments and suggestions to your response. 
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 

SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 

 

 
 1 Very Important 
 2 Important 
 3 Neutral 
 4 Not So Important 
 5 Not Important at all 

4.2 Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1-5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

INTERPRETATION SIGNAGE 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “interpretation 
signage” in the overall interpretation strategy  
for ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.1 of the attached Interpretation 

Strategy report)   

1   

2  

3  

4  

5  

 

PRINTED MEDIA  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “printed media” in 
the overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 

section 4.2.2 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1   

2  

3  

4  

5  

 

DIGITAL MEDIA 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “digital media” in 
the overall strategy for interpreting at ATP?  (refer to 

section 4.2.3 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1   

2  

3  

4  

5  
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 1 Very Important 
 2 Important 
 3 Neutral 
 4 Not So Important 
 5 Not Important at all 

4.2 Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1-5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

 

LIVE INTERACTION (RE-ENACTMENTS) 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “live interaction 
(re-enactments)”, in the overall strategy for 
interpreting at ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.4 of the attached 

Interpretation Strategy report)   

1   

2  

3  

4  

5  

 

HISTORIC  THEMES 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of integrating “historic 
themes” into the overall interpretation strategy for 
ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.5 of the attached Interpretation 

Strategy report)   

1   

2  

3  

4  

5  

 

EXISTING SITE  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of integrating 
elements of the “existing site” into the overall 
interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.6 of 

the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1   

2  

3  

4  

5  
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 1 Very Important 
 2 Important 
 3 Neutral 
 4 Not So Important 
 5 Not Important at all 

4.2 Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1-5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

 
    

SOCIAL HISTORY 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “social history” in 
the overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 

section 4.2.7 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1   

2  

3  

4  

5  

 

EVENTS, FUNCTIONS & PRODUCT LAUNCHES  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of including “events, 
functions and product launches” (revenue generating 

activities) in the overall interpretation strategy for 
ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.8 of the attached Interpretation 

Strategy report)   

1   

2  

3  

4  

5  

 

USE OF PUBLIC ART 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “public art” in the 
overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 

section 4.2.9 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1   

2  

3  

4  

5  
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 

SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 

Please rank the following eleven categories (1 being the most effective method to 9 being the least) 

of media in terms of each best demonstrating and capturing the wider audience.  

 

4.2 Interpretation Strategy  Please 
Rank  
(1-9) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the attached 
Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport. 

  

4.2.1   Interpretive Signage   

4.2.2   Printed Media   

4.2.3   Digital Media;   

4.2.4   Live/interaction Interpretation;   

4.2.5   Integration of historic images within the site;   

4.2.6   Interpretation of former and existing site 
elements; 

  

4.2.7   Social history;    

4.2.8   Alternative uses of the site for events, 
functions & launches etc; (revenue generating activities) 

  

4.2.9   Use of Public Art;   
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Do you have any further comments and / or suggestions? 
If so, please use the space provided on the back of this form. 
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SENT: 27 JUNE 2013 
PLEASE RESPOND BY: 12 JULY 2013 
  
DATE RESPONSE RECEIVED:  
 

COMMENTS ON INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT BY RAPPOPORT REFERENCE;  

Interpretation Strategy Bays 1 and 2 Locomotive Workshop – ATP Eveleigh  
May 2013  1897 – 2013  

 
NAME: Andrew O’Connor 

POSITION: Library Maintenance Officer- Macquarie University 
Library. 

ORGANISTION: Representing; The Traditional Tool Group, 
 Artist Blacksmith Association- NSW. 
Member: Sydney Heritage Fleet, 
 Campbelltown Steam Machinery Museum.  

ADDRESS: 137 Bridge Road, 
Marsfield 2122  

EMAIL: (home) awoc500@hotmail.com 
(work) andrew.oconnor@mq.edu.au 

 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR PARTICPATION IN THIS SURVEY 

 
 

  

mailto:awoc500@hotmail.com
mailto:andrew.oconnor@mq.edu.au
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 
SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 
4.1     Key Messages – The Stories To Be Told   Yes  No 

Are you of the opinion that the Interpretation Strategy adequately conveys the “Key 
Messages” of the evolution of the site; from its former industrial use into its current 
general commercial, exhibition and public uses that in this report?  

 X 

Please provide comments and suggestions to your response. 

While the infrastructure established by Futurepast Heritage Consulting P/L and the other points in 
the current Interpretation Strategy are clearly good museums practice, potential for a valuable 
heritage experience remains. 
 
The Traditional Tool Group (TTTG) and Artist Blacksmith Association-NSW (ABA) feel the greatest 
potential interpretation for Eveleigh is to operate the workshop.  
 
The Interpretaion Strategy that closest represents my vision (and that of the TTTG and ABA) is 
point 4.2.4 “Live and Interactive Interpretation”. 
 
The TTTG and ABA vision is for furnaces and forges to again be heating metal for hammers and 
presses to create impressive forgings. 
 
In a world class ‘live’ heritage workshop, the machines and infrastructure are maintained to 
working order under the guidance of the Burra Charter.  The workshop is operated 
sympathetically, close to its’ heyday; and here is where the exciting possibilities emerge: 

- Classes 
- Demonstrations of the myriad trade skills and techniques 
- Artist projects, Artist-in-residence 
- Short term lease of facilities to suitable operators 
- Services for other heritage organisations, eg replacement parts for steam machinery, 

locomotives, ships, buildings etc. 
 
Already in Australia there are organisations with similar workshop business and restoration plans;  

- Sydney Heritage Fleet 
- Melbourne Traction Engine club 
- Yarloop Timber Mill Workshops 
- Ipswich Rail Yards (Queensland museum) 
- Sovereign Hill 
- Swan Hill 
- Glassworks- Canberra 
- And in the United Kingdom Blists Mill, and other examples 

These existing groups have demonstrated the interest and feasibility of major restoration 
projects- they are largely driven by volunteers. 
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 
SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 
 
 

 1 Very Important 
 2 Important 
 3 Neutral 
 4 Not So Important 
 5 Not Important at all 

4.2 Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1-5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

INTERPRETATION SIGNAGE 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “interpretation 
signage” in the overall interpretation strategy  
for ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.1 of the attached Interpretation 
Strategy report)   

1  Good.  The metal signs shall be longer lived- 
in the dusty environment of Bays 1 and 2. 

For further material refer t o Richard K. 
Butcher and his book about Eveleigh Railway 
Workshops. 

2  

3  

4  

5  
 

PRINTED MEDIA  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “printed media” in 
the overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.2 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  These help the curiosity every new visitor has 
to the site.   Greatly assist learning about the 
contents, especially outside ‘operating days’ 
(when guides are not available).  Also good to 
promote other activities, future events etc 

2  

3  

4  

5  
 

DIGITAL MEDIA 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “digital media” in 
the overall strategy for interpreting at ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.3 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  Internet provides for education / learning 
about a site far from it’s location; across the 
world. 

- Not every tourist can actually visit, 
but virtual visit is made possible. 

2  

3  

4  

5  
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 1 Very Important 
 2 Important 
 3 Neutral 
 4 Not So Important 
 5 Not Important at all 

4.2 Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1-5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

 

LIVE INTERACTION (RE-ENACTMENTS) 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “live interaction 
(re-enactments)”, in the overall strategy for 
interpreting at ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.4 of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  Most significant point for this site.  Unique 
opportunity for public awareness, skills 
sharing, art  endeavours etc.  Engage 
community and volunteer groups, forging 
events, steaming days.  Similar examples 
include; Ironfest (Lithgow), Maitland and 
Scoresby (Vic) Steamfests, Artist Blacksmith 
Assoc of North America- conferences. 

 

2  

3  

4  

5  
 

HISTORIC  THEMES 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of integrating “historic 
themes” into the overall interpretation strategy for 
ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.5 of the attached Interpretation 
Strategy report)   

1  The history and purpose of Eveleigh was to 
work and produce industrial output.   Places 
like this create the seed of innovation in the 
minds of future generations.  Learning space 
for core engineering history and skills. 

2  

3  

4  

5  
 

EXISTING SITE  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of integrating 
elements of the “existing site” into the overall 
interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.6 of 
the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  Suggestion;  over long term, gradually 
expand workshop space back into their old 
sites- machining and other metal trades- 
timber and woodworking trades.  

2  

3  

4  

5  
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 1 Very Important 
 2 Important 
 3 Neutral 
 4 Not So Important 
 5 Not Important at all 

4.2 Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1-5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

 
    

SOCIAL HISTORY 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “social history” in 
the overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.7 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  Alexandria and Redfern have strong working 
class histories;  the evolution of blue collar to 
gentrification could be demonstrated.   

Unionism; its successes and failures. 

Workplace safety history and evolution. 

2  

3  

4  

5  
 

EVENTS, FUNCTIONS & PRODUCT LAUNCHES  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of including “events, 
functions and product launches” (revenue generating 
activities) in the overall interpretation strategy for 
ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.8 of the attached Interpretation 
Strategy report)   

1  In the surrounding area and suburbs there 
are already many conference, party, 
convention and theatre facilities.  Flexible 
facilities are paramount. 

  An example of a relevant sympathetic event 
would be the ‘Forging in July’ event held by 
the Artist Blacksmith Assoc  on the weekend 
of 6th, 7th of July, 2013. 

Visiting Steam machinery, artists and trade 
demonstrations.  

2  

3  

4  

5  

 

USE OF PUBLIC ART 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “public art” in the 
overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.9 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  The existing machinery are already world 
class ‘Industrial Art’, a worst case scenario 
could be new art obstructing the existing 
potential.  Best case could be  forged 
artworks- there already  has been a 
collaborative piece made for the Forging in 
July weekend mentioned above.  Of course 
the courtyard adjacent has great potential 
for exhibiting.  

2  

3  

4  

5  
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 
SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 
Please rank the following eleven categories (1 being the most effective method to 9 being the least) 
of media in terms of each best demonstrating and capturing the wider audience.  
 
4.2 Interpretation Strategy  Please 

Rank  
(1-9) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the attached 
Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport. 

  

4.2.1   Interpretive Signage 2  

4.2.2   Printed Media 2  

4.2.3   Digital Media; 2  

4.2.4   Live/interaction Interpretation; 1 No other site is like this- unique tourist 
attraction.  

4.2.5   Integration of historic images within the site; 7  

4.2.6   Interpretation of former and existing site 
elements; 

8  

4.2.7   Social history;  7  

4.2.8   Alternative uses of the site for events, 
functions & launches etc; (revenue generating activities) 

9  

4.2.9   Use of Public Art; 3  
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Do you have any further comments and / or suggestions? 
If so, please use the space provided on the back of this form. 

Successful business plans have been carried out by the organisations mentioned;  
- Sydney Heritage Fleet 
- Melbourne Traction Engine club 
- Yarloop Timber Mill Workshops 
- Ipswich Rail Yards (Queensland museum) 
- Sovereign Hill 
- Swan Hill 
- Glassworks- Canberra 

And in the United Kingdom Blists Mill. 
 
The Glass Works in Canberra appear to have a particularly flexible and inclusive scheme; there are 
surely other examples around the world.  There appears to be great commercial, revenue raising 
potential with such a diverse plan. 
A disappointing example is the Inveresk Rail Workshops (Launceston, Tasmania), where a very 
intact blacksmith’s shop is basically dead due to lack of involvement with community who 
understand the place. 
The Ipswich (Qld) example has breathed new life into public infrastructure.   
 
There have long been interested parties concerned with the Eveleigh workshops, with a plethora 
of interesting ideas, since the railways were moved out.   
It is realised that operation can’t happen immediately, but the cost would be reasonable, 
volunteer interests would likely contribute to maintenance labour agreements and planning. 
 
 

 

Should you require any further information relating to the Interpretation Strategy, please indicate 
so in your response and Rappoport will endeavour to respond on behalf of ATP as best as it is able.   

 
Yes. 
 
Andrew O’Connor 
137 Bridge Road 
Marsfield, 2122 
 
awoc500@hotmail.com 
 
0438 694 838 

 
 

 

mailto:awoc500@hotmail.com
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COMMENTS ON INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT BY RAPPOPORT REFERENCE;  

Interpretation Strategy Bays 1 and 2 Locomotive Workshop – ATP Eveleigh  

May 2013  1897 – 2013  
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 

SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 

4.1     Key Messages – The Stories To Be Told    Yes  No 

Are you of the opinion that the Interpretation Strategy adequately conveys the “Key 
Messages” of the evolution of the site; from its former industrial use into its current 
general commercial, exhibition and public uses that in this report?  

  x 

Please provide comments and suggestions to your response. 

 
 
Generally speaking the list of themes is acceptable but in my view as an expert on the site’s 
history I would argue that they are too narrowly constituted, with far too little attention to the 
key themes of people, cultural landscape, innovation (technological and managerial), training and 
education and multiculturalism. 
 
The focus on a couple of leading engineers (Whitton, Cowdery and EE Lucy) promotes a very old‐
style great man approach to history and to heritage. While social history is mentioned, it is 
subordinated to railway history and heritage, technology.  
 
The site is immensely significant for the nation’s history of immigration, immigrant workers, 
multiculturalism and EEO. Narrowing the social history to union action, political careers, the 
changing role of women and the workers is problematic and will not enable the key messages from 
the site’s history to be effectively told. Social history is not synonymous with political history nor 
labour history and yet it is treated as such here with the result that the site’s social history is 
neglected. 
 
I am particularly impressed by the proposed interpretation strategies outlined under 4. However, 
the superficial approach to the site’s historical significance here (as elsewhere) means that the key 
messages about the site are limited and its educational potential will not be able to be fulfilled. 
 
There are serious limitations in the existing research contained in the numerous heritage studies 
that have been conducted on the site. Each heritage study simply reproduces the superficial 
conclusions and orientations of the previous heritage study. I find it interesting that no attention 
was given to the Godden Mackay Management Plan for Moveable Items report including its social 
history and oral history volumes which would enable a far more nuanced approach to themes. I 
suggest that the themes be reconsidered and more emphasis be placed on people’s involvement in 
the site through attention to social history, political history and history of employment.  
 
I note that the report states on page 45 that: 
 
Some of these measures have already been implemented by the ATP in relation to other areas of the 
site and include the following:  
• Historical photographs and interpretation signs in public spaces throughout the ATP;  

• Machinery exhibited in public spaces throughout the ATP;  

• Adaptive reuse of structural girders for seating in Innovation Plaza and in the external wayfinding 
signage;  
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• Public Art exhibits;  

• Heritage Volunteer Program; and  

• Information and social media available on the ATP website.  
 
 
Rappoport Pty Ltd recommends that future interpretive signage and media are based on the design 
of existing interpretive media in order to maintain the overall character of interpretation at the site. 
 
The problem here is that the measures already implemented are flawed in my humble opinion. 

 The historical photographs are simply wall adornments at present 

 Machinery exhibited in public spaces throughout makes no sense from the point of view of 
location and integration with the site itself – they are like gravestones in a cemetery 

 There are many historical inaccuracies in the information contained in many of the signs 

 The volunteer program is limited and not effectively managed 

 The information on the ATP website is superficial at best. No effort has been made to 
provide links to the immense amount of research/publications on the site’s history that is 
available 
 
Accordingly, I would suggest that new developments should not simply build on poor 
foundations. 
 
Some effort should be made to introduce an integrated strategy that draws on the 
knowledge of historians who have extensive knowledge about the site and also the 
expertise to make that knowledge accessible to multiple audiences, particularly the younger 
members of our community who have no or little knowledge of the industrial past 
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 

SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 

 

 
1  Very Important

2  Important

3  Neutral

4  Not So Important

5  Not Important at all

4.2  Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1‐5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

INTERPRETATION SIGNAGE 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1‐5) the importance of “interpretation 
signage” in the overall interpretation strategy  
for ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.1 of the attached Interpretation 
Strategy report)   

1  x  As noted above; existing signage is 
historically flawed and does not to justice to 
the site’s human history 2   

3   

4   

5   

 

PRINTED MEDIA  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1‐5) the importance of “printed media” in 
the overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.2 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  x  Sydney harbour foreshore authority 
produced some interesting material on this 
site for school excursions to which i 
contributed many years ago with Sydney 
Learning Adventures. This sort of material 
with input from historians makes the site’s 
significance relevant to the young and should 
be used and/or built on. The printed media 
should be educational rather than used for 
marketing 

2   

3   

4   

5   

 

DIGITAL MEDIA 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1‐5) the importance of “digital media” in 
the overall strategy for interpreting at ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.3 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  x  Please see me about the employee data base 
and Eveleigh heritage website that I have 
developed. I offered to provide access to this 
work to the RWA with adequate 
consideration for my IP but unfortunately 
they were not interested. To my dismay the 
RWA was simply interested in producing 
quick results to tick the right boxes rather 
than actually using existing knowledge and 
products to enhance interpretation. 

2   

3   

4   

5   
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1  Very Important

2  Important

3  Neutral

4  Not So Important

5  Not Important at all

4.2  Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1‐5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

 

LIVE INTERACTION (RE‐ENACTMENTS) 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1‐5) the importance of “live interaction 
(re‐enactments)”, in the overall strategy for 
interpreting at ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.4 of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  x  This strategy is used at numerous rail 
heritage sites around the world and to great 
effect for both young and old members of 
the community 

2   

3   

4   

5   

 

HISTORIC  THEMES 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1‐5) the importance of integrating “historic 
themes” into the overall interpretation strategy for 
ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.5 of the attached Interpretation 
Strategy report)   

1  x  As international heritage bodies acknowledge 
heritage is only made meaningful through 
historical knowledge. This makes the 
historical themes critically  important and for 
this reason, as noted above, close attention 
has to be given to ensuring that these are 
comprehensive and not superficial 

2   

3   

4   

5   

 

EXISTING SITE  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1‐5) the importance of integrating 
elements of the “existing site” into the overall 
interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.6 of 
the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  x  People need to actually engage with place to 
draw meaning from it. Virtuality is simply a 
tool to enable people to engage. Connection 
to place is important for community and for 
education as much as for conservation. For 
this reason the existing site HAS to be 
integrated into the interpretation strategy. 

2   

3   

4   

5   
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1  Very Important

2  Important

3  Neutral

4  Not So Important

5  Not Important at all

4.2  Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1‐5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

 
       

SOCIAL HISTORY 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1‐5) the importance of “social history” in 
the overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.7 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  x  As noted earlier, this site is significant not 
only for its social history, but also for its 
political, labour, management and other 
types of history. All these different forms of 
history need to be addressed at this site to 
ensure that it’s historical significance is 
adequately recognised and its educational 
potential is fulfilled. It is highly problematic 
that ‘social history’ has been used here as a 
catch all phrase while it’s focus has been 
limited to a rather limited conceptualisation 
of labour history. 

2   

3   

4   

5   

 

EVENTS, FUNCTIONS & PRODUCT LAUNCHES  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1‐5) the importance of including “events, 
functions and product launches” (revenue generating 
activities) in the overall interpretation strategy for 
ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.8 of the attached Interpretation 
Strategy report)   

1     

2   

3   

4  x 

5   

 

USE OF PUBLIC ART 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1‐5) the importance of “public art” in the 
overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.9 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1    Public art can provide meaning to the site 
and a means of engaging people from 
different walks of life. I wholeheartedly 
support it. 

2  x 

3   

4   

5   
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 

SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 

Please rank the following eleven categories (1 being the most effective method to 9 being the least) 

of media in terms of each best demonstrating and capturing the wider audience.  

 

4.2  Interpretation Strategy   Please 
Rank  
(1‐9)

Please provide comments and 
suggestions  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the attached 
Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport. 

 

4.2.1   Interpretive Signage  1  Please provide more and correct problems 
with existing signage 

4.2.2   Printed Media  1  Swindon railway workshops produced a 
wonderful book on the site, other 
workshops around the world have produced 
books of oral interviews and more 
generalised histories written by historians to 
support educational endeavours. I 
encourage this for Eveleigh 

4.2.3   Digital Media;  1  Very important but it would be good if the 
ATP actually drew on the work that it 
supported in this area over the past decade. 
It is unfortunate that staffing changes at the 
ATP has created a memory loss about the 
work that was done with me over a decade 
ago in this area. 

4.2.4   Live/interaction Interpretation;  1  Hugely important for school children and 
volunteers alike. At Swindon and York rail 
museums and at the Rail Museum at Utrecht 
volunteers play a hugely important role and 
this has an immense impact of audiences of 
all ages while engaging retirees in 
meaningful activity. 

4.2.5   Integration of historic images within the site;  1  Very important but the current piecemeal 
approach to selection of photos and their 
placement needs to be corrected 
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4.2.6   Interpretation of former and existing site 
elements; 

1  Critically important as noted above 

4.2.7   Social history;   1  I am pleased to provide access to the many 
articles and book chapters I have published 
on the history of the workshops which 
includes social history, political and cultural 
history, the history of women at the site, the 
history of innovation in OHS and so on and 
so forth.   

4.2.8   Alternative uses of the site for events, 
functions & launches etc; (revenue generating activities) 

3   

4.2.9   Use of Public Art;  1  As noted above very valuable particularly 
because of the links to the site’s workers’ art 
activities 

   



INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT FOR BAYS 1 AND 2 LOCOMOTIVE WORKSHOP, EVELEIGH 

BY RAPPOPORT HERITAGE CONSULTANTS ‐  COMMUNITY CONSULTATION – 

Heritage Impact Statements 
Conservation Management Plans  
Photographic Archival Recording 
Expert Heritage Advice 

R A P P O P O R T  
H E R I T A G E  
C O N S U L T A N T S  

Heritage Approvals & Reports 
Interpretation Strategies 
On‐site Conservation Architect 
Conservation Management Documents 

  P a g e   |   9   o f   9   Job No.  1897‐2013 

Do you have any further comments and / or suggestions? 
If so, please use the space provided on the back of this form. 

 
 
It would be good if some attention was given to the First Labor Premier of NSW who began his 
working life at Eveleigh and who had a much greater impact on the site than Whitten and 
Cowdery. Please see Taksa, L., (2006) 'James Sinclair Taylor McGowen', in David Clune and Ken 
Turner (eds), The Premiers of New South Wales, volume 2, 1901‐2006, Federation Press, Sydney, pp. 
93‐116. 
 
Attention is needed to this site as a critical foundation for Australian citizenship and 
multiculturalism, as well as managerial innovation.  

 

Should you require any further information relating to the Interpretation Strategy, please indicate 
so in your response and Rappoport will endeavour to respond on behalf of ATP as best as it is able.  

 
 
I am happy to provide further input. 
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DATE RESPONSE RECEIVED:  
 

COMMENTS ON INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT BY RAPPOPORT REFERENCE;  

Interpretation Strategy Bays 1 and 2 Locomotive Workshop – ATP Eveleigh  
May 2013  1897 – 2013  

 
NAME: Nigel Stokes 

POSITION: President and Secretary 

ORGANISTION: Artist Blacksmith’s Association NSW Inc. 

ADDRESS: 19 Timbertop Road 
Glen Oak, NSW 2320 

EMAIL: Stokey1@bigpond.com 

 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR PARTICPATION IN THIS SURVEY 
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 
SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 
4.1     Key Messages – The Stories To Be Told   Yes  No 

Are you of the opinion that the Interpretation Strategy adequately conveys the “Key 
Messages” of the evolution of the site; from its former industrial use into its current 
general commercial, exhibition and public uses that in this report?  

 X 

Please provide comments and suggestions to your response. 

The strategy conveys in its current form the basic key messages, but as the ATP is only open to 
the public on a Monday to Friday the main people who will really see the results of this strategy 
are business people or those using the bays as a shortcut. The strategy has to keep in mind what 
can be done to entice the general public into the area both during the week and at weekends. 
 
More strategies are required that actually involve the general public. 
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 
SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 
 
 

 1 Very Important 
 2 Important 
 3 Neutral 
 4 Not So Important 
 5 Not Important at all 

4.2 Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1-5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

INTERPRETATION SIGNAGE 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “interpretation 
signage” in the overall interpretation strategy  
for ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.1 of the attached Interpretation 
Strategy report)   

1 X Current signage is of a good standard but 
needs to include how the machines actually 
worked not just what they are. 2  

3  

4  

5  
 

PRINTED MEDIA  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “printed media” in 
the overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.2 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  I only see printed media as being useful as 
part of planned upcoming events. The ATP 
being currently a business centre does not 
inspire people to come and look. 

2  

3 X 

4  

5  
 

DIGITAL MEDIA 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “digital media” in 
the overall strategy for interpreting at ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.3 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1 X The proposed digital media strategy is 
excellent especially around the area of 
headphones and screens. As bays 1 & 2 were 
originally trades bays then I believe any 
holographic demonstrations should include 
this. 

2  

3  

4  

5  
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 1 Very Important 
 2 Important 
 3 Neutral 
 4 Not So Important 
 5 Not Important at all 

4.2 Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1-5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

 

LIVE INTERACTION (RE-ENACTMENTS) 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “live interaction 
(re-enactments)”, in the overall strategy for 
interpreting at ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.4 of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy report)   

1 X The existing working blacksmiths shop at the 
South end of the bays needs to be utilised 
more for the benefit of the ATP and general 
public. The workshop is still a very suitable 
place to carry out public demonstrations so 
that the sounds and smells can be taken in 

2  

3  

4  

5  
 

HISTORIC  THEMES 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of integrating “historic 
themes” into the overall interpretation strategy for 
ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.5 of the attached Interpretation 
Strategy report)   

1 X I would like to see more historical images and 
the idea of LCD screens and looped 
presentations is excellent. 2  

3  

4  

5  
 

EXISTING SITE  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of integrating 
elements of the “existing site” into the overall 
interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.6 of 
the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1 X The proposal meets all requirements. 

2  

3  

4  

5  
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 1 Very Important 
 2 Important 
 3 Neutral 
 4 Not So Important 
 5 Not Important at all 

4.2 Interpretation Strategy  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the 
attached Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport 
Heritage Consultants. 

Please 
Rate  
(1-5) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions 

 
    

SOCIAL HISTORY 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “social history” in 
the overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.7 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1   

2 X 

3  

4  

5  
 

EVENTS, FUNCTIONS & PRODUCT LAUNCHES  

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of including “events, 
functions and product launches” (revenue generating 
activities) in the overall interpretation strategy for 
ATP?  (refer to section 4.2.8 of the attached Interpretation 
Strategy report)   

1 X Great idea to use the bays for functions, but 
my only negative would be the fact that 
anyone using the ATP has to use ATP 
caterers. This could limit the number of 
different groups who may wish to use the 
facility. 

2  

3  

4  

5  
 

USE OF PUBLIC ART 

Based on your understanding of the attached 
Interpretation Strategy for Bays 1 and 2, how would 
you rate (1-5) the importance of “public art” in the 
overall interpretation strategy for ATP?  (refer to 
section 4.2.9 of the attached Interpretation Strategy report)   

1  The restoration and preservation of existing 
equipment should be a key element. New 
sculptures based on the trades that were 
used in the bays could also be commissioned. 

2 X 

3  

4  

5  
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FROM RAPPOPORT’S ATTACHED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT: 
SECTION 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY 

 
Please rank the following eleven categories (1 being the most effective method to 9 being the least) 
of media in terms of each best demonstrating and capturing the wider audience.  
 
4.2 Interpretation Strategy  Please 

Rank  
(1-9) 

Please provide comments and 
suggestions  

For further explanation of each point please refer to the attached 
Interpretation Strategy report by Rappoport. 

  

4.2.1   Interpretive Signage 6  

4.2.2   Printed Media 8  

4.2.3   Digital Media; 3  

4.2.4   Live/interaction Interpretation; 1  

4.2.5   Integration of historic images within the site; 4  

4.2.6   Interpretation of former and existing site 
elements; 

5  

4.2.7   Social history;  7  

4.2.8   Alternative uses of the site for events, 
functions & launches etc; (revenue generating activities) 

2  

4.2.9   Use of Public Art; 9  
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Do you have any further comments and / or suggestions? 
If so, please use the space provided on the back of this form. 

The best interpretation strategy would be to actually see, touch and smell the activities that were 
carried out in bays 1 & 2. 
The Artist Blacksmiths Association NSW Inc. has just held its biennial function in the existing 
blacksmiths shop. The workshop was chosen because the facilities to carry out various forms of 
blacksmithing are available and it also has the space to hold a large number of guests. As this is 
the last surviving workshop we also felt it our duty to keep it alive. 
Over the weekend we had 65 members attend, with 4 local blacksmiths and an international 
blacksmith from Vancouver Island, British Caledonia carrying out demonstrations. The weekend 
was followed by a 5 day master class for 12 blacksmiths run by the international guest Jake James 
 
There is no reason why similar blacksmithing events cannot be organised that are open to the 
public using both simple forges and hand tools, up to using the large oil fired furnaces and the 
7cwt power hammer.  
It may also be possible to source a portable boiler to operate the 40cwt steam hammer which 
really would be bringing history to life. 
 
As you can see I am a bit biased here, but there must be ways to utilise the current blacksmiths 
shop to the advantage of all so that it does not just become another static display. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me and you can also check out our 
website at 
http://www.artistblacksmithnsw.com 
 
or find us on facebook at artist blacksmiths NSW 

 

Should you require any further information relating to the Interpretation Strategy, please indicate 
so in your response and Rappoport will endeavour to respond on behalf of ATP as best as it is able.   

 

 
 

 

http://www.artistblacksmithnsw.com/















	001 Report on Comm Consultation 150713
	002 APPENDIX I
	APPENDIX I

	003 Eveleigh Email Addresses final
	004 APPENDIX II
	APPENDIX II

	005 ATP Community Consultation 260613
	Community Consultation: Bays 1 & 2 and Associated Works                               

	006 APPENDIX III
	APPENDIX III

	007 Survey for Bays 1 and 2 Interpretation Strategy 150713
	008 APPENDIX IV
	APPENDIX IV

	009 Andrew O'Connor
	COMMENTS ON INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT BY RAPPOPORT REFERENCE; 
	from rappoport’s attached interpretation strategy report:
	section 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY
	from rappoport’s attached interpretation strategy report:
	section 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY
	from rappoport’s attached interpretation strategy report:
	section 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY

	010 Guido Gouverneur
	011 Prof Lucy Taksa
	012 Nigel Stokes
	COMMENTS ON INTERPRETATION STRATEGY REPORT BY RAPPOPORT REFERENCE; 
	from rappoport’s attached interpretation strategy report:
	section 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY
	from rappoport’s attached interpretation strategy report:
	section 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY
	from rappoport’s attached interpretation strategy report:
	section 4.0 PROPOSED INTERPRETATION STRATEGY

	013 Richard Butcher

